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2.  A  Plan  to  Use  Prisoners  of  War  as  a  Result  of  Labor  Shortage. 

Owing  to  the  good  results  obtained  by  150  American  prisoners  of 
war  at  Zentsuji  Prisoner  of  War  Camp  who  had  been  sent  to  Osaka  in  order 
to  engage  in  laboring  works  as  a  neutralizing  measure  for  labor  shortage 
suffered  in  the  military  works  and  harbor  equipment,  the  enterprising 
circles  tfio  were  suffering  from  the  labor  shortage  at  several  districts 
around  Tokyo  and  Hyogo,  Fukuoka  and  Nagasaki  Prefectures,  applied  to  the 
military  authorities  to  allow  them  to  use  the  prisoners  of  war  as  follows  1 

(1)  under  Hyogo  Prefecture,  the  companies  engaging  in  the  stevedore 
business  at  Kobe  Harbor  and  Hirohata  ports  for  the  works  of  the 
Nittetsu  and  Nippon  Steel  Works,  are  applying  to  the  military 
authorities  for  the  use  of  680  prisoners  of  war. 

(2)  under  Fukuoka  Prefecture,  the  companies  engaging  in  loading  and 
unloading  coal  in  the  port  of  Mo  ji  desiring  to  use  the  prisoners 
of  war  for  their  requirements,  a3ked  the  Chief  of  the  Moji  Polios 
Office  in  the  district  concerned  for  his  good  offices.  Apart  from 
this  it  was  decided  to  distribute  1,000  prisoners  of  war  in  con- 
slderation  of  the  acute  labor  shortage  in  the  stevedore  business 

at  the  harbors  in  Northern  Kyushu. 

(3)  Under  the  Nagasaki  prefecture  it  was  already  decided  to  distribute 
respectively  2,000  prisoners  of  war  for  the  Mitsubishi  Dock  Yard 
and  1,000  for  the  Kayak i-Jima  Dock  Yard  as  they  had  secured  per¬ 
mission  from  the  authorities. 

(4)  under  the  areas  in  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Metropolitan  Police 
Bureau,  permission  has  already  been  secured  to  use  prisoners  of 
war  for  unloading  freights  at  Shibaura,  and  for  this  purpose  it 
was  decided  that  400  British  prisoners  of  war  be  transferred  from 
Malay  districts  shortly.  Although  the  direct  guarding  and  direction 
for  prisoners  of  war  engaged  in  work  in  the  country  are  taken 
charge  of  by  the  military  authorities,  the  responsibility  for 
directing  and  controlling  anti -espionage  and  other  matters  in  regard 
to  the  people  living  in  the  districts  where  the  prisoners  of  war  are 
working,  should  be  taken  care  of  by  the  police  office.  Accordingly, 
in  case  of  the  realization  of  the  above  mentioned  plans,  it  is  nec¬ 
essary  for  the  police  officers  to  direct  and  control  the  people 
properly  in  cooperation  with  the  authorities  concerned. 
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I^7^rJ°ei:'ifr  tiiet  t  r  attached  rf  cord  and  document  is  an 
°  **Cial_^0=UiLer‘t  °*  the  «ppantt»e  Go-7'  meant,  and  that  it  is  cart 
°f  A°w  art‘hiv‘‘e  Hri  *Vics  of  the  relieving  named  ministry 
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x»  hereby  certify  th- t  I  am  associated  with 

the  general  headquarters  of  thf  Supreme  Commander  for  the  Am,* 
owers,  and  that  the  above  certification  was  obtained  b”  mr  from 
tne  above  signed  official  of  the  jaoaneee  Government  in  the  conduct 
of  my  official  busin.se. 

Signed  at  _2ckxr_  on  this  7s/  J .  A.  Curtis  Pnd  Lt- 

NAME 

_oth  day  of  py;  mbe-r .  1°46 
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